Prosthetic hip infection due to Cryptococcus neoformans: case report.
Prosthetic joint infections due to Cryptococcus neoformans have not been described before. We report a case of a prosthetic hip joint infection due to C. neoformans. An 84-year-old man with chronic lymphocytic leukemia presented with progressive left groin pain and fever. There was radiographic evidence of prosthesis loosening, and an aspirate of the left hip joint grew C. neoformans. The patient was treated with amphotericin B with good initial symptomatic response. The patient elected not to undergo revision arthroplasty, and oral suppressive therapy with fluconazole was initiated. After 10 months of fluconazole therapy, the prosthesis was removed secondary to pain and increased instability of the implant. Despite excellent penetration of fluconazole into the joint fluid and reports of successful outcome in patients with native joint cryptococcal infections as well as prosthetic joint infections due to Candida spp., suppressive fluconazole therapy failed. The failure may have been due to an unfavorable interaction between the organism and immune mechanism as well as reduced activity of fluconazole in biofilm.